
ASH WEDNESDAY 

IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH 

March 5, 2014 
 

The Prelude 
 

The Hymn                 “Whiter than Snow”              (vs.1,3,4) No. 653 
 

The Call to Worship 
Pastor:  Seek the Lord while He may be found; call upon Him while 

He is near. 
Congregation:  Let the wicked forsake his way and the unrighteous 

man his thoughts; let him return to the Lord and He will have 
mercy upon him, and to our God, for He will abundantly pardon. 

 

The Opening Prayer 
 

The Gospel                                                          Matthew 6:1-7, 16-18 
6 “Be careful not to practice your righteousness in front of others 

to be seen by them. If you do, you will have no reward from your 
Father in heaven. 

2 
“So when you give to the needy, do not announce it with 

trumpets, as the hypocrites do in the synagogues and on the 
streets, to be honored by others. Truly I tell you, they have 

received their reward in full. 
3 
But when you give to the needy, do 

not let your left hand know what your right hand is doing,
4 
so that 

your giving may be in secret. Then your Father, who sees what is 
done in secret, will reward you. 

5 
“And when you pray, do not be like the hypocrites, for they love 

to pray standing in the synagogues and on the street corners to be 
seen by others. Truly I tell you, they have received their reward in 

full. 
6 
But when you pray, go into your room, close the door and 

pray to your Father, who is unseen. Then your Father, who sees 

what is done in secret, will reward you. 
7 
And when you pray, do 

not keep on babbling like pagans, for they think they will be heard 
because of their many words.  

16 
“When you fast, do not look somber as the hypocrites do, for 

they disfigure their faces to show others they are fasting. Truly I 

tell you, they have received their reward in full. 
17 

But when you 

fast, put oil on your head and wash your face, 
18 

so that it will not 
be obvious to others that you are fasting, but only to your Father, 
who is unseen; and your Father, who sees what is done in secret, 
will reward you. 

 

The Affirmation of Faith 
 We believe in God, the one who comes before us and goes behind 

us, creating life and opportunities to love and care for the whole 
world He has created. 

 We believe in Jesus Christ who walks with us into real life each and 
everyday. He is God, yet human like us and experienced all that 
life has in store for us: joys, physical/mental/spiritual pains, and 
all of life’s challenges. But His life is so great that not sin nor 
suffering nor even death could stop Him from laying down His 
life for us. Today the love of Jesus lives and continues to bring 
new life to the world. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit who comes like the wind and blows in 
and through us to bring God’s power and light to all the world. 
The Spirit breathes life into us, the Body of Christ we call the 
church, and enables us to follow the way of Jesus Christ. 

  We believe in God, who goes before and behind, with, in and 
through us, bringing us hope, life and a newness of life to the 
whole world! 

 

The Children’s Message 
 

The Announcements 
 

The Offering 
 

The Message               “Our Communicating God”     Pastor Anenson    
 

The Anthem                “At the Table of the Lord”              Senior Choir 
 

The Prayer of Confession (in unison) 
Great and forgiving Lord, you know our deepest thoughts. We have 

sinned against you; we have tried to hide ourselves from you. We 
have followed too much the path that was easy and have done 
whatever we desired. We have failed to praise You with our words 
and deeds, and have ignored the needs of others. Even though 
we have known Your will for our lives, we have failed to follow it. 
Grant us Your mercy, as we express our regret for what we have 
done. Grant us courage and strength to put away all harmful 
things. Lead us to live each day so that others may come to honor 
your name. Amen. 

 

The Assurance of Pardon  
Pastor: Rejoice that in the eyes of God we are forgiven through 

Jesus Christ. Leave your past, close the door and turn with hope 
to the future. Let Christ rule in your life. We are indeed a forgiven 
people. Amen. 

 

The Words of Institution 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 
 

The Distribution 
 

The Post-Communion Blessing & Benediction 
 

The Hymn                 “Take Time to be Holy”        (vs.1,2,4) No. 656 
 

The Postlude   

 
 



 

Organist: Emily Anderson 

Ushers: Steve McCoy, Brandon McCoy 

Communion Assistants: Kent Meier, Brad Skaar 

Communion Helpers: Caleb Schlatter, Spencer Dodgen 

Communion Preparers: Jeff & Charlotte Loots  
 

 

Welcome to our first Lenten Service in 2014. You are invited to 
continue to be a part of our Lenten observance by attending our 
special mid-week services. Our theme is “The Power of a Whisper.” 
 

Holy Communion. We invite you to prayerfully fill out the information 
card for Communion in preparation for the Sacrament. Tonight we will 
celebrate the Lord’s Supper in two locations. As you come forward, if 
you’d like communion where we normally take it, please be seated in 
the front pews until the pastors have given communion to those at the 
altar railing. Those going to the altar for communion are asked to 
please extend your hand if you need help from an usher going up or 
down the steps. The pastors can also bring communion to you in the 
pew. Tell an usher if you desire this. Note: Parents with little ones may 
bring them to the front for a blessing. 
 

The Junior Choir members will leave following the children’s 
message to have their weekly choir practice. 
 

There will be a time of fellowship in the narthex following the 
service tonight. 
 

The World Day of Prayer service will take place Friday at Immanuel 
with coffee at 9 A.M. and the service from 9:30-11:30 A.M. 
 

Lenten Supper. There will be a light supper served in the Social Hall 
from 6:00 – 6:45 P.M. each Wednesday before the Lenten service.  
 

The Senior Choir, as well as the Trinity and Confirmation Classes, 
will meet this evening from 7:45 – 8:30 P.M. 
 

We encourage all those who purchased “Seek God for the City” 
prayer booklets to use them day by day from Ash Wednesday to Palm 
Sunday. The bells of the churches of Story City and Roland will ring 
each Wednesday at 12 noon to remind us to pray. You are 
encouraged to pray even if you don’t have the prayer booklets. 
 

 

Next Wednesday, March 12, 7 P.M. 

Theme: “How to Know When You’re Hearing from God” 

Special Music  

The Youth will serve the Lenten Supper at 6 P.M. 
 

 


